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CONTACT INFORMATION

¢ Name: Simone Montano

e Date of birth : 10 January 1982
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e Email: simone.montano@unimib.it

o Nationality: Italian

CURRENT OCCUPATION - RESEARCH AREA

| am researcher of the University of Milano-Bicocca, Department of Earth and Environmental
Sciences (DISAT). | am a marine biologist mainly interested in the ecology and biology of the coral reef
system. My current research activities are focusing on the coral health and diseases assessment of the
Republic of Maldives. Furthermore, my researches are focusing on new emerging symbioses involving hard,
soft and hydro-corals, and in developing several mitigation tools for habitat restoration. All my activities are
aimed to understand the dynamics that will drive this ecosystems under a climate change scenario in order
to develop and propose environmental management plans.

National Scientific Qualification (Italy, ASN-Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale) as Associate Professor
in Ecology (Sector 05/ C1 - Il category), valid from 08/10/2018 to 08/10/2024

EDUCATION

2009 — 2012  Ph. D. in Biology, University of Milano-Bicocca
=  “Coral health and disease assessment in the central Republic of Maldives”
= Supervisor: Prof. Paolo Galli
= European PhD label — Evaluation: Excellent

2005 - 2008 Master’s Degree course in Biology, University of Milano-Bicocca
= “Monitoraggio del coral bleaching nel Parco Marino di Watamu, Kenya”
= Supervisor: Prof. Paolo Galli, Dr. Francesca Benzoni, Dr. David Obura

] Votation : 110 /110



2001 - 2005

2003

2000

Bachelor Degree in Biological Sciences, University of Milano-Bicocca
= “Studio dellimpatto della pesca illegale del dattero di mare (Lithophaga
lithophaga) sulle falesie di Capo Noli e Punta del Maiolo, Savona, Liguria”

= Supervisor: Prof. Paolo Galli, Dr. Valeriano Parravicini
= Votation : 100 /110

Internship in tropical marine ecology and biology: Nature Conservation Training Centre
located in the Ras Mohammed National Park, Sharm-EI-Sheik, Egypt.
= Organizers: University of Milano-Bicocca, DipTeRis Genoa Unversity, CEMT
(Centre for the Ecology of Marine Tropical Environments, University of Urbino)

Internship in biology at the marine biology research centre
= "Acquario Civico di Milano" Via Gadio 2, 20126, Milan.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2019-present

2016-2019

2015

2011 - 2016

2011

2010-2011

2010

2010

2010

Researcher at University of Milano-Bicocca, Department of Earth and Environmental
Sciences (DISAT)

MaRHE Center Technologist, University of Milano-Bicocca (2° level, Category D,
economic position D3, Sector 05/C1-Ecology
= Reference people: Prof. Paolo Galli (Director of MaRHE Center)

Coral specialist consultancy (Hurgada, Egypt)
= Biodiversity field surveys for terrestrial and marine communities
= Employer: SeaMap srl, Savona, Italy

Research grant, University of Milano-Bicocca
= Study of the spatial variability of the distribution, hoste range, prevalence
and specie-specific susceptibility of the coral diseases of the Maldivian
Archipelago

= Reference person: Prof. Paolo Galli

Marine Biologist during a diving cruise in Maldives on Island Safari boat
= Reference: White Wave Maldives PVT.Ltd.

Scholarship, University of Milano-Bicocca (12 months)
= Ecology and Biodiversity of the Maldivian coral reefs

= Reference person: Prof. Paolo Galli

Coral specialist consultancy
=  Morphometric study of the deep water corals in the Mediterranean Sea
= Employer: CoNISma-Consorzio Nazionale Interuniversitario per le Scienze
del Mare

Coral survey project
= Development of a sensitive map of the Egyptian coral reefs
= Employer: HEPCA-Hurgada Environmental Protection and Conservation
Association

Coral specialist consultancy



2010

2009-2010

2009

2009

2008

2006-2007

= Taxonomic identification of 38 fossil corals belonging to a historical (1600
a.d.) collection.
= Employer: Mondadori Electa

Environmental consulting (Goidhoo Island, Baa Atoll, Maldives)
= Preliminary survey and study of the coral reef and benthic communities of
Goidhoo Island, Baa Atoll, Maldives
= Employer: Planhotel SA, Via Cantonale 3, 6901, Lugano, Swiss

Scholarship, University of Milano-Bicocca (10 months)
= Biodiversity and ecology of Agariciidae (Cnidaria, Scleractinia) of the Gulf of
Aden,Yemen

= Reference person: Dott. Francesca Benzoni

Environmental consulting (Athuruga Island, Ari Atoll, Maldives)
= Coral community mapping for a coral reef restoration proposal in Athuruga
Island, Ari Atoll, Maldives
= Employer: Planhotel SA, Via Cantonale 3, 6901, Lugano, Swiss

Coral specialist consulting (Yemen)
= Underwater coral sampling activities on the coral reefs of Aden, Al Mukallah
and Burhum, Yemen
= Employer: Creocean- Consultancy and Service in Coastal and Marine
Environment and Oceanography

Coral specialist consulting (Yemen)
= Underwater coral sampling activities on the coral reefs of Balahaf, Yemen
= Employer: Creocean- Consultancy and Service in Coastal and Marine
Environment and Oceanography

Biologist, nature guide, Toure leader (Temple Point Resort, Watamu, Kenya)
= Turist guide during excurisions and snorkeling activities; lesson on tropical
marine ecology
= Employer: VentaClub Viaggio del Ventaglio



INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AND COLLABORATION

2020 — Member of Scientific committee of the Framewrok Agreeement between University of Milan-
Bicocca (MaRHE Center) and Stazione Zoologia Anton Dohrn (SZN, Naploli,Italy) to promote and reinforce
scientific and academic cooperation scientific in the field of marine ecology. Reference person Dott. Roberto
Arrigoni (Stazione Zoologia Anton Dohrn, Italy)

2020 — Scientific coordinator of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between University of Milan-
Bicocca (MaRHE Center) and Aquarium of Genova (ltaly) to promote and reinforce scientific and academic
cooperation on the coral health assessment and threats mitigation. Reference person Dott.ssa Silvia
Lavorano (Aquarium of Genova, Italy)

2020 — Scientific coordinator and principal investigator of the MoU Program Agreement for Scientific
Collaboration between University of Milan-Bicocca (MaRHE Center) and LABORATORIO DE BIOLOGIA
DE CNIDARIOS (LABIC), a scientific research laboratory member of Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas y
Costeras (IIMyC) to promote and reinforce scientific and academic cooperation in the field of marine ecology
Reference person Dr. Fabian H. Acufia (LABIC, Argentine)

2017 - Scientific coordinator of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between University of Milan-
Bicocca (MaRHE Center) and Italian Institute of Technology (lIT) to share competences to develop new
methodologies focused on the habitat restoration. Reference person Prof. Roberto Cingolani (Italian Institute
of Technology (IIT)

2017 - Scientific coordinator of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between University of Milan-
Bicocca (MaRHE Center) and Corales de Paz (Colombia ) to implement a scientific and academic
cooperation programme with the aim to promote interest in the teaching and research activities of the
respective institutions in the Marine Biology sector. Reference person Dott. Phanor Montoya-Maya (Coralse
de Paz)

2015 - Visiting researcher at King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST), Red Sea
Research Center, Thuwal, Saudi Arabia. Project: "Evaluation of the coral reef system of the central Red

Sea".



TEACHING AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

2020 — present

2016 — present

2017-present

2010 - present

2019

2013-2018

2013

2011

2008-2009

Laboratory for the teaching of Ecology, Module Ecology (BIO/07), 3 CFU
(ECTS)

Lecturer of “Marine Ecology and Biodiversity”, module Biodiversity (BIO/07; 4
CFU - ETCS) in the International master degree in Marine Sciences of the
University of Milano Bicocca

International Workshop “Coral Reef Restoration” at the MaRHE Center of the
University of Milano Bicocca (Magoodhoo, Faafu Atoll, Maldives)
e Project Responsible

Internship in tropical marine ecology at the Marine Research and High
Education Centre of the University of Milano Bicocca (Maghodhoo Island,
Faafu Atoll, Maldives)
= Organizer and lecturer for the students of the University Milano
Bicocca and The Second University of Naples

Ecology and Identification of tropical marine fishes Workshop at the MaRHE
Center of the University of Milano Bicocca (Magoodhoo, Faafu Atoll,
Maldives)

e Assistant and lecturer

Lecturer for the Ecology Lab (BIO/07; 1 CFU)
= Biology degree, University Milano-Bicocca

= Contract professor

Workshop “Marine ecology of the Red Sea” for the students of University of
Milano Bicocca (Dahab, Egypt)
= Project creator and organizer, dive instructor and lecturer

= In collaboration with Open Ocean Science Centre and |-Dive diving

Master “Marine sciences for sustainable development” at the Marine
Research and High Education Centre of the University of Milano Bicocca
(Maghodhoo Island, Faafu Atoll, Maldives)

= Lectures and assistance

= Reference person: Dott. Paolo Galli

Internship in tropical marine ecology and biology at the Nature Conservation
Training Centre located in the Ras Mohammed National Park, Sharm-El-
Sheik, Egypt
= Lectures and assistance for the students of the University Milano
Bicocca and The Second University of Naples
= Reference person: Dott. Paolo Galli



SUPERVISION

Supervisor and tutor for thesis activity of 20 Bachelor degree students (Bachelor degree in
Biological Sciences and in the Environmental Sciences, University f Milano Bicocca).

Supervisor and tutor of thesis activity of 15 Master degree students (Master degree in Biology,
University Milano-Bicocca, International Master Degree in Marine Sciences, University of Milano-
Bicocca, Master Degree in Marine Biology, University of Lecce, University polytechnic of Marche,
University of Bologna)

Supervisor and tutor of thesis activity of 4 PhD student (Biology, University of Milano-Bicocca)

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS

2019

2017

2016

2015

2015

Martin fellowship from Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Netherlands to
participate at the Bonaire Marine Biodiversity 2017 Expedition, Netherlands
Antilles (€ 2000)

Martin fellowship from Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Netherlands to
participate at the Curacao Marine Biodiversity 2017 Expedition, Netherlands
Antilles (€ 2700)

International Award entitled: “Mario Benazzi e Giuseppina Benazzi Lentati”
addressed to a Zoologist from the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (€
10'000)

Research Grant from PADI Foundation, Beverly Hills, USA regarding the
project: Hydroid Diversity of Magoodhoo Island, Republic of Maldives ($
4000)

Martin fellowship from Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Netherlands to
participate at the STATIA Marine Biodiversity 2015 Expedition, Netherlands
Antilles (€ 2800)

EDITORIAL DUTIES AND SOCIETY FELLOWS

Editor:
Editor:

Diversity - ISSN 1424-2818; CODEN: DIVEC6 — 2019
Frontiers in Conservation Science - (Global Biodiversity Threats)

Referee/Reviewer: Plos One, Marine Biodiversity, Disease of Aquatic Organisms, Journal of Sea
Research, Zoologica, Peer J, Zoologica Sciences, Marine Biology Research, Diversity

Member of the internal scientific committee of the Marine Research and High Education Center
(MaRHE Center) of University of Milano-Bicocca

Member of the Italian Society of Ecology (SItE)

Member of the International Society of the Reef Studies (ISRS)

Chair of the “5th Young Reef Scientists Meeting” (09/18, Munich, Germany) in the session “Reefs
under stresses”

Chair of the “1st joint congress of the Italian Society of Ecology and the Italian Zoological Union
(09/2016, Milano, Italy) in the session “Marine Ecology”



SPECIALIZED SKILLS

*» Languages: Italian - (mother tongue)
English - Advanced level C1/ C2 (Understanding, speaking, writing)

= Specialistic Software: Multivariate Statistic (PRIMER V7, XLStat, SPSS); phylogenetic analysis
(BioEdit, Mr Bayes, Paup, TreeV, Cluster V)

= Underwater sampling techniques (diving and snorkeling)
= Invertebrate sampling (aquatic and terrestrial environment)
» Processing and taxonomical identification of macro- and micro invertebrates

= Knowledge of the main laboratory techniques of molecular biology: DNA extraction from animal
tissues, electrophoresis, PCR analysis

= Use SEM (Scanner Electronic Microscope)

= Diving skills: Open Water Scuba Instructor PADI (#324445), Enriched Air Instructor PADI, Deep Air
Instructor PADI, Drift Diver Instructor PADI, Digital Underwater photographer Instructor PADI, Night
Diver Instructor PADI, Divemaster PADI. More than 800 dives. About 650 scientific dives

= License of European Advance Scientific Diver

= Emergency First Response Instructor (Primary / Secondary Care and Care for Children)



SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

Author of 73 published peer reviewed papers in scientific international journals (H-index 21; i10-index 36;
source Google Scholar 25/03/2021): RG https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Simone Montano
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