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PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Family name: Bernasconi 

Name: Davide Paolo 

Office address: School of Medicine and Surgery, University of Milano-Bicocca,  

Building U28 – KYTOS, Via Follereau 3, Vedano al Lambro (MB), Italy 

Phone (office): +39 02 6448 8098 

E-mail addresses: davide.bernasconi@unimib.it; davidepaolo.bernasconi@ospedaleniguarda.it 

 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

 March 2015: Doctoral Degree in Epidemiology and Biostatistics (mark: Excellent), Department 

of Health Sciences, University of Milano-Bicocca, Monza. 

The research project was focused on methods for predictions in survival analysis with 

application to childhood leukemia.  

The thesis (in English) was entitled “Dynamic prediction in survival analysis with binary non-

reversible time dependent treatment indicator” and was written under the supervision of Prof. 

Laura Antolini and Prof. Maria Grazia Valsecchi. 

During these years I also had the chance to follow several courses (23) on statistical 

methodology held by national and international academic statisticians. 

From April to July 2013 I visited the Department of Medical Statistics and Bioinformatics at the 

Leiden University Medical Center (Netherlands) to work with Prof. Hein Putter on my PhD 

research project. 

 

 November 2010: Master Degree in Biostatistics and Experimental Statistics (mark: 110/110 

cum laude), Faculty of Statistical Sciences, University of Milano-Bicocca, Milano. 

The training was directed to give abilities of planning, management, analysis, interpretation and 

statistical evaluation of experimental studies, surveys and observational systems for monitoring 

and surveillance in the fields of human health. 

The thesis (in Italian) was entitled “Analisi statistica di uno studio epidemiologico 

sull’associazione tra polimorfismi genetici e manifestazioni cliniche della tubercolosi” and was 

written under the supervision of Prof. Mario Comelli (University of Pavia). 

 

 November 2008: Bachelor Degree in Statistics and Information Management (mark: 105/110), 

Faculty of Statistical Sciences, University of Milano-Bicocca, Milano. 

The education received was oriented to provide solid mathematical, statistical and IT skills to  

guide information management: specifically, orientation of access to data, their synthesis and 

analysis and their use in decision-making processes. 

The thesis (in Italian) was entitled “Valutazione dell'efficacia dei dipartimenti di salute mentale 

della Lombardia: un modello longitudinale” and was written under the supervision of Prof. 

Piergiorgio Lovaglio (University of Milano-Bicocca). 
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RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 November 2021 – present: Assistant Professor (RTDb) at the School of Medicine and Surgery, 

University of Milano-Bicocca, Monza. 

 July 2021 – present: affiliated research statistician to ASST Grande Ospedale Metropolitano 

Niguarda, Milano. 

 May 2020 – present: Member of the Academic Board of the PhD course in "Data Science in 

Medicine and Nutrition (DASMEN)", Humanitas University.  

 March 2019 – October 2021: Researcher in tenure-track (RTDa) at the School of Medicine and 

Surgery, University of Milano-Bicocca, Monza. 

 January 2017 – present: Member of the Società Italiana di Statistica Medica per l’epidemiologia 

Clinica (SISMEC). 

 January 2014 – present: Member of the International Biometric Society (IBS), Italian Region. 

 January 2011 – present: Member of the Center of Biostatistics for Clinical Epidemiology (later to 

become Bicocca Bioinformatics Biostatistics and Bioimaging Centre - B4), University of 

Milano-Bicocca, Monza. 

 January 2015 – February 2019: Post-doctoral fellow at the Department of Health Sciences (later 

renamed School of Medicine and Surgery), University of Milano-Bicocca, Monza. 

 January 2012 – December 2014: PhD student in Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Department of 

Health Sciences, University of Milano-Bicocca, Monza. 

 January 2011 - December 2011: Project contract worker at “Monza e Brianza per il Bambino e la 

sua Mamma” foundation, S. Gerardo Hospital, Monza. 

The research work carried out during this period was focused on the statistical analysis of 

registry data from the database of the Departments of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Neonatology 

and Pediatrics of the San Gerardo Hospital, Monza. 

 

 

RESEARCH ACTIVITY 

The research activity consisted so far in the application of statistical methods to clinical study 

designs, data collection, data analysis, interpretation of results and draft of manuscripts and was 

carried out within scientific projects in collaboration with national and international research centers. 

In particular, advanced skills and expertise were developed in the building and validation of 

statistical regression-based and machine learning prognostic models involving biomarkers. 

The main clinical fields of interest were: gynecology and obstetrics, neonatology, radiology, 

abdominal and hepatic surgery, liver transplantation, liver and biliary diseases, infectious diseases, 

cardiology, neurology and COVID-19. 

This was paralleled with the development of novel statistical methodology with particular focus on 

the following aspects: 

• Survival analysis in the presence of time-dependent treatments 

• Competing risks survival analysis and multi-state models 

• Evaluation of the performance of clinical risk predictors 

• Joint modeling of longitudinal and time-to-event data 

• Causal inference methods in observational studies to estimate the marginal treatment effect in 

the presence of confounding and dependent censoring 

 

 

TRAINING-RESEARCH PERIODS IN FOREIGN INSTITUTIONS 

 April-July 2013: Visiting PhD student at the Leiden University Medical Center (supervisor: Prof. 

Hein Putter) 

 August-September 2016: visiting fellow at the University of Copenhagen (supervisor: Prof. Per 

Kragh Andersen) 



TEACHING ACTIVITY 

 School of Medicine and Surgery, University of Milano-Bicocca: 

o 2012 - present: Tutoring activity to medical students for the thesis about statistical aspects 

o 2013 - 2020: Instructor for the Module of Medical Statistics in the Course of 

Methodology of Health-social Analysis, Master degree program in Nursing and 

Obstetrical Sciences 

o 2013 - 2020: Lecturer for the Module of Statistics for Research in the Course of 

Obstetrical-Gynecologic and Neonatal Research, Bachelor degree program in Obstetrics 

o 2015 - 2017: Teaching Assistant for the Course of Medical Statistics, Master degree 

program in Dentistry 

o 2017: Lecturer of the Course on Basic Statistical methods for Medical Doctoral Students 

o 2018: Lecturer of the Course on Statistical Methods for Analysis of Biological Data for 

Lab Technicians 

o 2019: Lecturer for the Course of Medical Statistics, Master degree program in Medicine 

and Surgery 

o 2019 – 2022: Lecturer for the Course “Clinical trials: design and statistical analysis of 

data”, Master di II livello in Ricerca e Sviluppo Preclinico e Clinico dei Farmaci 

o 2020 – 2022: Lecturer for the Course “Innovation, research and development of 

healthcare”, Master di II livello in Management per le funzioni di coordinamento delle 

professioni sanitarie 

 2012, 2016, 2018, 2020: Teaching Assistant of the course Statistical Methods for Survival 

Analysis, Master in Epidemiology, University of Torino  

 2016: Teaching Assistant of the course Statistical Methods for Survival Analysis, University of 

Sofia, Bulgaria 

 2017: Instructor of Statistics in the course Facing the Challenges of Global Health held at the 

Public Health Laboratory Ivo de Carneri, Pemba Island, Zanzibar 

 2018 – 2022: Lecturer of the course Introduction to Statistics with R, interdisciplinary courses of 

the Doctoral School of University of Milano-Bicocca 

 2019, 2021 – 2022: Lecturer for the Module of Big Data in Health Care in the course of Data 

Science Lab in Medicine, Master degree program in Data Science, Department of Informatics, 

System and Communication, University of Milano-Bicocca 

 2021 – 2022: Lecturer for the course of Biostatistics, Master degree program in Biology, 

Department of Biotechnology and Biosciences, University of Milano-Bicocca 

 

 

COMPETITIVE GRANTS 

 Owner of 2015-NAZ-0095 – Triennial Fellowship (2015-2017) funded by FIRC (Fondazione 

Italiana per la Ricerca sul Cancro). Title of the project: “Survival analysis in cancer data in the 

presence of treatment switches and withdrawals”. 

 Member of reasearch group (PI: Prof. Maria Grazia Valsecchi) of 2017-NAZ-0446 PRIN – 

Progetti di Rilevante Interesse Nazionale 2017 funded by M.I.U.R. (Ministero dell'Istruzione, 

dell'Universita' e della Ricerca). Title of the project: “Innovative Statistical methods in 

biomedical research on biomarkers: from their identification to their use in clinical practice”.  

 

 

SCIENTIFIC AWARDS 

 2018: Winner of the “Giovani Ricercatori” award of the Società Italiana di Statistica Medica e 

Epidemiologia Clinica (SISMEC) 

 2018: Winner of the “Giovani Talenti” award (third place ex-aequo) in the field of Medical 

Sciences of the University of Milano-Bicocca 



 Best oral presentation in the contributed sessions dedicated to young researchers (age ≤ 35 years) 

at the 13th Virtual Conference of the Italian Region of the International Biometric Society (IBS), 

20-24-29 September 2021. 

 

 

LANGUAGE 

Italian (native), English 
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Gasbarrini, A., Jovine, E., Grazi, G.L., Rapaccini, G.L., Ruzzenente, A., Morisco, F., Sacco, R., Memeo, R., Crespi, 
M., Antonucci, A., Bernasconi, D.P., Romano, F., Griseri, G., Aldrighetti, L., Torzilli, G., Trevisani, F., ITA.LI.CA 
Group and HE.RC.O.LE.S. Group 
Hepatectomy Versus Sorafenib in Advanced Nonmetastatic Hepatocellular Carcinoma: A Real-life Multicentric 
Weighted Comparison 

(2022) Annals of surgery, 275 (4), pp. 743-752.  

 
Gerussi, A., Verda, D., Bernasconi, D.P., Carbone, M., Komori, A., Abe, M., Inao, M., Namisaki, T., Mochida, S., 
Yoshiji, H., Hirschfield, G., Lindor, K., Pares, A., Corpechot, C., Cazzagon, N., Floreani, A., Marzioni, M., Alvaro, D., 
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Machine learning in primary biliary cholangitis: A novel approach for risk stratification 

(2022) Liver International, 42 (3), pp. 615-627.  
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(2022) International journal of epidemiology, 51 (1), pp. 314-323.  

 
Lapadula, G., Bernasconi, D.P., Soria, A., Valsecchi, M.G., Bonfanti, P. 

Beware of Biases in Observational Studies on Anti-Spike Monoclonal Antibodies 

(2022) Clinical infectious diseases : an official publication of the Infectious Diseases Society of America, 74 (2), p. 
363.  

 
Giani, A., Veronesi, V., Bertoglio, C.L., Mazzola, M., Bernasconi, D.P., Grimaldi, S., Gualtierotti, M., Magistro, C., 
Ferrari, G. 
Multidimensional evaluation of the learning curve for laparoscopic complete mesocolic excision for right colon 
cancer: a risk-adjusted cumulative summation analysis 

(2022) Colorectal Disease, .  

 
Centonze, L., De Carlis, R., Vella, I., Carbonaro, L., Incarbone, N., Palmieri, L., Sgrazzutti, C., Ficarelli, A., Valsecchi, 
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Rossetti, C., on behalf of the Niguarda COVID Working Group 
Trends in all-cause mortality of hospitalized patients due to SARS-CoV-2 infection from a monocentric cohort in 
Milan (Lombardy, Italy) 

(2022) Journal of Public Health (Germany), .  
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cancer? 
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